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he wrote to Schiller, who, as Professor of History in the
University of Jena, had become a great friend; " everything
in my nature bursts into joyful life." When ten years later
Frederick William III took up arms again Goethe felt no
enthusiasm; and soon the dreadful sight of Prussian soldiers,
after the rout at Jena, fleeing through Weimar before the
French pursuers only confirmed his horror of war and his
belief in its tragic futility. Even the War of Liberation in 1813
stirred him not at all In later years he seems to have been
reproached for not taking up arms against the French. " How
could I take up arms without hatred ? " he said to Eckermann.
" How could I, to whom culture and barbarism are alone of
importance, hate a nation which is among the most cultured
on earth, and to which I owe so great a part of my own posses-
sions? There is a stage where national hatred vanishes alto-
gether, and where one stands to a certain extent above the
nations, and feels the weal or woe of a neighbouring people
as if it were one's own." This, notes a philosophic historian,
" is the voice of the last and greatest of the cosmopolitans
whose spiritual home was in the eighteenth century."1 About
a hundred years later Benedetto Croce, during the maddening
tragedy of the World War, reread Goethe's works. " I con-
sider it singularly fortunate," he wrote, " that among all the
sublime poets, perennial sources of deep consolation, there
should yet be one who, possessing a knowledge of human
nature in all its aspects such as no other poet ever possessed,
nevertheless keeps his mind above and beyond political sym-
pathies and the inevitable quarrels of nations." 2 But Goethe
would have denied that they were inevitable.
Voltaire is the other great cosmopolitan of the eighteenth
century. It would not be correct to say that he had no country,
but rather that every country was his own. He had a home;
indeed, he had several homes. He took root easily—in Eng-
land, in Belgium, in Potsdam, in Lorraine (at that time an
independent duchy), in Geneva; and in all his various travels
x G. P. Gooch, op. at., p. 179.
* S$e above, p. 33; B. Croce, op, cit., p. ml

